Ghana

Capital city: Accra
Inhabitants: 30 Million

INSTITUTIONAL SETTING AND PURPOSE

In Ghana, the Ministry of Sanitation and Water Resources
(MSWR) established in January 2017, through its Water Direc-
torate, coordinates policies, programmes and projects on wa-
ter resources management, drinking water and water-related
sanitation sector. Before 2017, the water sector was part of the
Ministry of Water Resources, Works and Housing, and the sani-
tation sector was part of the Ministry of Local Government and
Rural Development.

The Water Directorate collaborates with the Water Resources
Commission (WRC), the body mandated to regulate and man-
age water resources (including groundwater) and to coordinate
government policies in relation to them. The WRC mandates
data collection institutions such as the Ghana Atomic Ener-

gy Commission (GAEC) and the Groundwater Division of the
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research — Water Research
Institute (CSIR-WRI) to undertake groundwater monitoring
programs. Data and information on groundwater level and re-
cently, data on physico-chemical parameters as well as isotopic
composition of the monitoring wells in the Volta basin are col-
lected.

The Groundwater Division of the CSIR-WRI had a number of
monitoring wells in the Accra Plains which were monitored
monthly for several years until it was discontinued in the late
nineties due to urbanization and land disputes rendered most
of the well locations inaccessible.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NETWORK

With the support of the CIDA-funded Hydrogeological Assess-
ment Project of the Northern Regions of Ghana (in the Volta
river basin), the Water Resources Commission has achieved
the establishment of a groundwater monitoring network and
information management system. Other funded projects by
the Danish Development Cooperation (DANIDA) and the Eu-
ropean Union (EU) installed groundwater monitoring wells in
the Tano, Ankobra, Pra and Densu river basins. In all, a total of
about seventy (70) wells are installed in the above river basins,
thirty-seven (37) of which are located in the Volta basin which
are currently being monitored by GAEC on behalf of the WRC.

Figure 1 - Location of the 37 new and existing monitoring wells
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PROCESSING AND DISSEMINATION

The raw data of time-series groundwater level of monitoring wells are stored in Water Resources Commission hydrogeological
database and are available to the general public usually by request. However, there are yearly reports for each groundwater mon-
itoring campaign which are available at WRC. Data are also stored at CSIR-WRI.
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NATIONAL GROUNDWATER MONITORING PROGRAMMES
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