The Gambia

Capital city: Banjul
Inhabitants: 2.3 Million
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INSTITUTIONAL SETTING AND PURPOSE

The Department of Water Resources (DWR) under the Ministry
of Fisheries, Water Resources and National Assembly Matters
is in charge of the development, use and protection of ground-
water in the Gambia. The DWR maintains the national ground-
water monitoring network. The network was established with-
in the National Water Sector Reform Project (NWSRP) funded
by the African Development Bank (AfDB) through the African
Water Facility (AWF) from 2011 to 2015. The project aimed to

modernize the groundwater monitoring network to enhance
the assessment of resources for sustainable groundwater man-
agement and development. However, due to high failure of the
current groundwater data loggers, the department is also an-
ticipating for further support from Climate Smart Rural WASH
Development Project (CSRWASHDEP) with funding AfDB, to in-
crease the number of monitoring sites and purchase more sta-
ble automatic data loggers.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NETWORK

The Department presently operates a
network of about 38 groundwater mon-
itoring boreholes, installed with auto-
matic data loggers, which are current-
ly monitored manually. Around half of
the monitoring points are spread in the
Greater Banjul Area (GBA), the rest are
equally distributed eastward at 35km
distance throughout the north and south
bank of the country. The loggers are de-
signed to measure water level below
ground surface (to be subsequently ref-
erenced to mean sea level) and ground-
water temperature etc. The groundwater
measuring devices were set at 6 hours in-
terval, but the data was downloaded at a
monthly basis or less frequently.

Figure 1 - Groundwater monitoring network
of The Gambia
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NATIONAL GROUNDWATER MONITORING PROGRAMMES

Feedback from the Department of Water Resources, Ministry of Fisheries, Water Resources and National Assembly Matters
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